
NEW DUN LAOGHAIRE
Golf Course

After a demanding planning application
which included treatment of complex
NHA heritage land below the site. Con­
struction of the new 27 hole relocation

project is well under way. Work was
held up during the winter due to
weather conditions, but picked up to full
steam in March/April 2005. This is a
very substantial project with many engi­
neering and environmental ramifica­
tions. Marc Westenborg is the project
designer working closely with Cos­
grave's (the developers) and the Golf
Club. John Bridges has the task of co­
ordinating the dozen or so consultants
who are involved on the project. The
constructors, Southern Golf, expect to
seed by the autumn and have the
course ready for play in summer of
2007.

The Site

The site in Co. Dublin is set in the

lovely surroundings of the Sugarloaf
Mountains and is situated between the
famous seaside resort of Bray and the
typical Irish town of Enniskerry. No less
than 300 acres, the site will consist of
three excellent and unique 9 hole golf
courses of various styles, derived from
existing features of the site. The upper
course will predominantly have pine
trees, the middle course will have both
pine and deciduous trees and the lower
course will be in parkland style, with
lakes and deciduous tree planting.

For the brave golfer who tackles the up­
per nine, there are rewards of breath­
taking views. For the golfer who takes
on the middle nine, they have to be pre­
pared to avoid the lakes and wetlands
(a common feature throughout the site ­
required to purify all drainage waters
before out letting into the National Heri­
tage valley below the site). From the
clubhouse you play downhill and cross
the Ballyman Road to enjoy the tran-
quility of the lower nine that has its
southern edge bordering the Glen,
which is an environmental treasure to
behold.

7 Upper Approach May 2005

Throughout the three courses, the bun­
kers will be very dramatic, returning to
the inspiration for the current Hawtree
style; F. G. Hawtree was influenced by
MacKenzie's 1920s bunkers. These
bunkers however will be more intricate,
with grass tongues and fingers and
sharp, rising points of sand. The bold­
ness of which is rare on modern golf
courses. The changing elevations of the
site, will provide stunning views of the
sea towards the east, and the Sugarloaf
Mountains towards the south west.

The golf course is being constructed to
the highest of specifications. Greens as
well as tees are constructed to an
USGA specification, while fairways and
surrounds are being extensively
drained with 5- metres laterals through­
out, a 75 mm layer of sand and 2-metre
interval gravel banding toped with sand.
Irrigation is "wall to wall" and due to the
intensive drainage, rainwater harvesting
is the main supply for the 45,000m3 ca­
pacity reservoir.

The golf course will transform a com­
paratively environmentally unfriendly
dairy farming field into an ecological ha­
ven. There are over 20,000m2 of reed­
beds that not only purify the drainage
waters, but also provide habitat for a
wide variety of bird and waterlife. Addi­
tionally the construction of several large
lakes, the planting of eight hectares of
meadowland and over 100,000 new
trees further add to the positive environ­
mental impact of the golf courses.

The complex also comprises of practice
facilities of two putting greens and a
driving range.
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