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'Hawtree's work maintains link with game's Irish tradition'
Sunday Independent July 20, 2003

'A very successful Irish Open return to Portmarnock'
Greenside Review November 2003

During winter 2003/2004 the improve­
ment programme continued with a new
17th tee, slightly relocated to ease cir­
culation, new surrounds to the 17th
green, including featuring to separate
the green from the practice ground, a
new fairway bunker on the 18th and
featuring in the rough either side of the
dramatic finish to the hole.

Portmarnock is situated to the north
side of Dublin, about 12 miles from the
city centre. Its quality and location have
made it a splendid venue for some of
the game's great events, from the Brit­
ish Amateur Championship of 1949, to
the Canada Cup in 1960, quite apart
the 1991 Walker Cup and 12 stagings
of the revived Irish Open. Within the
curve of the coastline, it offers stunning
views of Ireland's Eye and Lambay Is­
land, rising sharply from deep waters.
But above all, there is the charm of its
delightful turf, the wildness, the solitude
of the sandhills and the sea, and the
ever-present challenge of the wind. The
Club are also in the middle of a redevel­

opment of the Club House, which will give
greater space on the upper floor with its
magnificent views over the course.

The work of quiet improvement began
in 2000, with the alterations to the 12th
Green and remodelling of the surrounds
of 11, + 13 Greens. The 12th was re­
fashioned with an enlarged green
pushed a little back into the dunes
(which have been remodelled) and with
one new and three existing restored
bunkers. The tee was recast into three
terraces and the old view along the
11th fairway, over the green and across
the old flat 12th tee terminated at the
11th Green by some dune featuring.
Only the periphery of the 13th + 16th
green was touched, to integrate the two
greens into an entirely remodelled sur­
round of hollows and featuring, so enli­
vening their rather flat profile.

A most radical project of realigning the
1st Hole closer to the sea wall, and
building up the fairway for better coastal
protection was undertaken in 2002.
The green was remodelled to suit the
new alignment, favouring the bolder
drive to the right of the fairway but still
allowing the run up onto the green be­
tween the bunkers. This new hole was

ready for the Irish Open which returned
to Portmarnock in July 2003 and very
well received by the professionals.

Portmarnock is universally acknowl­
edged as one of the truly great links
courses. Naturally endowed with a
magnificent location, it has been skil­
fully developed by successive genera­
tions to its present supremacy.
Hawtree's recent work at Portmarnock

was displayed at this year's Irish Open
and now spans two generations of the
family - Fred Hawtree having laid out
the 3rd 9 in the 1960s.
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